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Nene xiv. pars g ih 2675 el. : 
Is the fear oy the Lord is + Arong confine. 


— uE belag of 4 Cod, "the certainty of fs yo! 
* vidence, and a ſtate of retribution, were the 


Firſt doctrines taught to civilize mankind, and 


CE 23S #©s 


- form them into ſocieties ; and when formed, 
3 pradtice ſvitable to theſe principles was recommended * 
enforcedz as the ſureſt baſis of public welfare, en 
The wiſdom of this policy is confirmed by Solomon in 
the text: In the fear of the Lord is ſfrong confidence; or lit 
other words, the fear of the Lord is that principle, which - 
gives ſtability and ſycceſs to percent, confidence and 
fecurity to the governed. | 
oe lie the (faith of chin bee 88 ſhow what 
. Ow ay RPE * wen 


"Rn. How b abi influence is increaſed under 
the Chriſtian diſpenſation z and from hence inſer, 


Thirdly, The great and k duty of the tine 
en, * 3 Te 


| The frrength and "hoes religion in general affords, | 
| will be evinced by confidering how far human authority 


is capable of anſwering the ends and purpoſes of civil 
government, 


The great end of civil dy is the — of its. mem- 
bers :—lIt is formed to ſupport the weak againſt the ſtrong, 
the ſimple againſt the deſigning, thè oppreſſed againſt the 
oppreſſor.— To this purpoſe laws are enacted, which the 
3 tells us eee 4 ws. to. 83 b 75 evil. * 


tein) 


a4 a little way, and are found e to the end eee 
the public peace and ſafety. They extend at fartheſt to 
_ outward acts, and therefore can reſtrain only open injuries 
and public offences; whilſt an inconceivable variety of ac- 
tions, equally i injurious to the peace and good order of ſor 
ciety, either lying concealed from the eye. of the magiſtrate, 
or falling without the jetter of the law, cannot be re- 
rained. Laws calculated for the moſt ; impor ot purpoſes, 
not only thus loſe their ellce, but in many c\fes are per- 


yerted to real grievances: and thqugh the ynyary and 
leſs guilty offender. may ſuffer the puniſhment, due to hig 
Crimes, the artful and more dangerous criminal too often 
eſcapes, and continues to diſturb the peace of ſociety, and 
infult the weaknels* of human authority. Some afliftance, 
therefore, is Heceffary to be giver to human authority; that 
may oblige mankind to thoſe acs of juſtice, and that ten- 
derneſs to the peace "of ſociety, to which the power of the 


migrate i is unequal, and this aſſiſtance religion e * 
For 


til 


. TIS et Ant. 

For Fr the influence of Ini hay is ak 
md limited, ,the religious principle ; is powerful and unjvers 
fal, Where-a due fear of God is impreſſed on the minds 
of a people, the defect of human laws is ſufficientiy ſup- 
plied. An awful ſenſe of that Being, whoſe, power is un- 
limited, . and whoſe knowledge is univerſal, muſt equally 
influence their conduct in all ſeaſons,” and upon all occa- 
ſions. They will reaſon with the Pſalmiſt, and fay,— 
Whither ſhall I go from God's ſpirit, and whither ſhall I fly 
from bis preſence : be is about my path, and about my bed, 


and ſpieth out all my ways.” And without this ſenſe of a 


divine preſence and providence, how weak and infignifi- 
cant will the invocation of God be by an oath, which is 
conſidera the greateſt ſecurity that can be given to ſociety? 
It is thisTecurity which the magiſtrate gives to execute tho 
laws with juſtice and equity.—lIt-is by this the ſubject is 
conſidered as 'moſt ſtrongly bound to obedience and duty; 
and on this ſecurity depend the lives and properties of in- 
dividuals: but if the fear of God ctaſe; to influence the 
mind, the ſecurity is nothing; if it be weakened, the ſta- 
bility of government, and the confidence and the ſecurity 
of the public, will in the ſame degree be weakened too: 
But where it prevails in the minds of the people in n 
tal, there, lays Solomon, is a ſtrong contidence. 


But ſecondly, The fear of God gives ſtability to civit | 

ſociety, by enforcing tha duties of benevolence and public 

virtue, to which Wien e does not extend. | 
8 2 e The 


* 
—— 


(71 


„The rights of ſtriet juſtice, as far. us the knowledge and 


power of the magiſtrate extend, may be enfotred. They 

are duties of 1. obligation, and are equally binding at at 
| all times, and on every individual: but in order to promote 
the public happineſs, ſociety has a claim on its members, 
not only to the duties of legal juſtice, but che generous and 
more noble virtues of benevolence and a public ſpirit. 

Theſe are reciprocal duties for that ſecurity and happineſs 
government affords, and without the praftice of theſe 
virtues, though the exiſtence of a nation may be cxntinyed, 


— — 


yet its Prosper and happineſs cannct. . 


KR N 


I But however juſt theſe claims ms . and "OVEN ne- 
1 ceflary theſe duties are to public welfare, yet they are ſuch, 

which human authority cannot enforce ; they are duties of 
imperfe& obligation, and conſequently the rights of the 
public cannot be vipdicated: For what degree df bene vo- 
lence | and public ſpirit 3 is due from any individual, depends 
on a variety o of particulars, which as they cannot be pre- 
ciſely aſcertained, cannot legally be demanded ; but much 
muſt be left to every man's conſcience, that is, to the direc- 
tian of the religious principle, which alone cf enforce 
the practice of theſe duties. 38 | 


It is ſaid, indeed, that the pete of nite une to 
anſwer. this end, and ſupply this defect of human laws. If 
by a principle of honour be meant a nice ſenſe of duty, 
flowing from that relation man bears to ſociety, and ani- 
mated by a love of his fellow creatures, it differs not from 
m_ Teligious principle: but if by honour be meant any 

principle 


131 
CFC 


on paſſion, end therefore no proper foundation of public 
_ Kecurity. 'As flowing from paſſion, it may be over-uled 
by the bias of oppoſite paſſions ; and as popular favour. is 
generally its object, it may be made fubſervient to the worſt 
meafures. Unſtable as the ſtream on which It flows; it is 
carried as chance or the blaſt of folly ſhall pleaſe to direct 
it. But he whoſe principle of acting is a ſenſe of his duty, 
and whoſe great end is the approbation of his Maker; will 
in all his actiens be generous and conſiſtent. He will con- 
ſider the public and his private happineſs as inſeparablyß 
connected; and that his zeal for the ſervice will nat 
only be attended with the eſteem of his fellow. creatures, 
but approved and rewarded by that being, whom he adores 
and feats —Thus I have conſidered how far religion in 
general | contributes to the Rability and confidence of any 


people. I am next to conſider how ſuperior this inflience 


. Is under the Chriftian diſpenſation.— As a ſenſe. of a Diving 
Providence and a fatere-recrlibution ae the tb principles, 
which, at all times, have been conlidered as eſſentially 
neceſſary to the ſupport of government. it follows, that 
the more evident and certain theſe doctrines are under any 
inſtitution of religion, the greater will thei ir influence be. 


In order to ſhew the ſuperior 8 af the ChriQian 
difperifation relative to theſe doctrints, ĩt may not be impco- 
per to conſider what evidence mankiad Jad 22 2 _— 

the coming of Chrift, 4 K 8 wh 


. A ſenſe os Divine Provides, and. A PTR - es 
were indeed. inculcated in the Heathen world by its ſeveral 
| le oy 
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legilators but the bulk of the —— | 


folely. on their authority They, indeed; Who had le! ur 
to examine theſe doctrines endeavoured to ſatisſy themiclyes 


-= their truth on principles of reaſon, They, inferred from 


the viſible creation the neceſſity of Oe Supreme firſt 
cauſe,” and from the due brder and Hartnony of the 
ſyſtem a Divine Power ſuperintending it. But... whether 
this Supreme Author and Governor of the world would 
condeſcend to regard the actions of his creatures, and ac- 
cordingly to reward or puniſh them, was beyond the power 
of reaſon with certainty to determine. On either ſuppoſition 
difficulties occurred, and the reafonings on this ſubject of 
the wiſeſt men in the Heathen A © are 1 rer _—_ cf 
doubt or contiadiction. MEE. | 


> 


- -*Fhough theſedofcines then 8 and | bel 


generally believed, had great influence, yet as they. ws 
ignorant of their: divine authority, and unable to attain a 


rational and certain conviction, the influence of theſe prin- 
ciples was neceſſarily defective, and a Kyperior evidence 
was wanting to 125408 them for ſociety, . L 


"Winds the jw diſpenſation one of Gali Gerdes, 3 14 
ſenſe of Divine Providence, was abundantly clear; but the 
certainty of a future retribution ſeems not to have been ſo 
univerſally well underſtood : for tho promiſes of it were 


given and underſtood by the Patriarchs and the Prophets, 


yet the declarations of it were few and not expreſs ; and 
whether the law of Moſes was founded on temporal ſanc- 


tions, or on thoſe alſo that are eternal, yet we find from 
* — of that people, that their obedience was founded 


On. 


* 


171 
on dhe hope of an errcly Canas, dot u heavenly one: and 


cbmiecuently, as this motise - weaker, ita W 
Wa leſd. . g 2 ES © ab, 1181 ee \Uts T4 2 #1 
ICE £243 <7 14 1 en 4. 2, ain 


But under the Chriſtian Aeneon all Joubts ao ut . 
eue telative.toicheſs doctrines which are efſentially ne- 
veſſarꝝ to civil ſociety, are effectyally zemoved.— It cleazy 
aid expteſly informs us, under: the authority of God, cyi- 
denced by miracles and the ſpirit of prophecy, of his par- 
' ticular providence, the ſoul's immortality, a day of judg- 
ment; and a future'retribution': the:motives to Obedience, 
and a due diſcharge of our reſpective duties, are founded 
mow on our love to God, as welb ar our fear ot him. 
In ſhort, whatever influence theſe doctrines were capable of 
under any former inſtitution, their authority under the 
Ohtiſtian muſt be greatly incceaſed, as its nn 
vun indie ane ahnten v9 "On 12 fi. | 
Wu ods Las tales 

„ But not- only. the Gochines of b Chiitanity = to the 
ability and proſperity of civil government, but it its precepts 
alſo are — nen to the ere and ſeourity oy it. 


22rmot c try: 
fic [It effecally unde to the apes, 5 of fociety, by En 
goining the duties of patience x and: moderation, of humility 
and a forgiving of injuries. It provides for the ſecurity 
of it, by reſtraining, not only every unjuſt action, but every 
criminal and diſhoneſt intention; not only to do no evil, 
but to think none, and to abſtain from every. appearance 
{of it. It provides. for the, happineſs of its members, by 
zecommending and enjoining a , molt. diffulive and exalted 
cherhy x @ charity, which inf hence the heart at all ſeaſons, 


#6: 8b yo add EL] 4 


1 * — * 
* 


\ 1 8 1 5 * 
1 ES Aber . 
le :provides:For the public happineſs by: raoting. at that 
inordinate ſelf-love, that ſacrifices the peace and hangur of 
ide whole to the intereſt, exaltation, and pleaſure of itſelf. 
lr ſoppe its the ſoul-in udverlity; dad Keeps it humble in 
 ptoſperityr if arms it ag inſt the fear of death on theenedt 
rational :conſiderations; and by that means preſerves:-it 
from: every action that Won gc e _"_—_— 
eam pen C4 22280 


2 41a 14 


Sock is the eee (hat 3 3 
Nibility and bappineßß 6 : ſoit; - and did. a fear; f 
| het cont reverence ho ĩta ddGrines, and obedience to 

its precepts, theſe bleſſing would be eperiancad, and ſupply 
— the defects. that are incident fo human laws: — that 
_ theſe bleſſings are not experiet cd in that full and com- 

pleat manner which every, good can might expect, under 
a conſtitution the boaſt of our own country, and the envy 
bf every other, pars ee as 
religious principle. 22. ide 

Th eaſe and 8 which we, 9 Fo or 
ages, have enjoyed by the goodneſs of Tad; kane alhoſt 
deſtroyed our fear of him; and thoſe bleflings-which hi 
providence has given to ſtrengihen the hands of govem- 
ment, have been uſed only as inſtruments to weaken and 
overturn it. In our proſperity we have forgot God, and 
in conſequence of that we are delivered over a prey to the 
violence, of unreſtrained paſſions. | Hence that unbounded: 
ſpirit of licentiouſneſs, the characteriſtick of the preſent 


* that impatience of — that oon HD of 
ranks, | 


* 


11 


* ranks, that precipitaney to anarchy. Inſtead of obedience 
to law; the art only is ſtudied of cluding 1 it Fm 
refpe&, for conſcienee ſake, which is due to our governors; - 
the method only of inſulting them with impunity is con⸗ 
ſidered; inſtead of that calm zeal, and candid allowance to 
men arid meaſures, which a fear of God and a true fpirit of 
patriotiſm would inſpire, every ſcheme' is practiſed to pers 
plex government; evety opportunity taken, not to amend, 
but to expoſe and aggravate the miſtakes of its miniſters; 

every deluſion is et. off to —— the minds ef the 


O wr rote 
Pes 7 2 er 5217 9 — * 55 99k 2 


rm u Eb a dukes in 3 man can tl 
—— As the root of this evil is a licentiouſneſn 
of manners, arrſing from a detay of the religious principle, 
the morals of the people muſt firſt be-reformed, an awful 
ſenſe ôf the divine authority revived, before ſtability can 


de reſtoteck to government, or confidence to eee 
— 1. . 5 14 2 , nar ns 


As the- intereſts therefore, of religion and civil govern» 

ment are ſo intimately and inſeparably connected, .how 
much is it the duty of thoſe in the {uperiar rank of lift 
on whoſe character the morals of the people in a — 5 
meaſure depend, to lead the way; to uphold by their 
example and influence, the authority of thoſe principles 
of religion on which” the: ee of nation neat 
have ert outer vbod Siet 


” }? Js; 20 1 ns YAH rot ris 207 30 WI" 
The vigilance of 3 in the e of "Y 


bens eum cnſtancs Re nn eſpecially 
S0 | IA ter cory: 


Fd 
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\ 


HEY tei 
© novella; is many late. . 


ſclema invocation of his tacred name, and —_ wr 
| e the public: was iminedintely. concerned. | 


— And he let it not be thought. too preſumin it 1 174 | 
that the frequent uſe of an oath, and the haſty manner 
in which it is adminiſtered in general, have a fatal ten- | 
deney to abate that awful ſenſe of God, which ſhould 
ever be impreſſed upon the minds of thoſe who are called 
upon to take it.— It is to be feared, that it is conſidered by 
many as a matter of mere form, rather than a ſolemn 
appeal to the ſupteme Being; and that this appeal is 
ſometimes made, when even the matter of the tefti- 
mony is not underſtood by him who given it. Whereas 
was this appeal, by the ſolernnity of an oath, confined 


＋ 


omly to matters of che moſt neceſſary kind z and when 


offered, explained, and adminiſtred in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, and in a way moſt likely to affect the per- 


Ton who takes it, ſuch a ſenſe of God would probably be 


impreſſed, as might have the happieſt effect, not . in 
particular caſes, but univerſally, 


Laſt of As every individual is intereſted, Fw in 
different degrees, in the public welfare, ſo it is their duty, 
as well as their intereſt, to preſerve and advance it. The 
| happineſs of the whole body muſt be made up by the re- 
. ligion and virtue of its members: — Let us, therefore, as 
far as our examples and abilities reach, contribute our 
2 r to the ftock of nativnal religion — 

t 


how little influence the fear of Got has, oven in the maſk = 
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that by ſo doing we may thew ourſelyes true patriots, - ̃ 
ſcientious friends to the liberty and proſperity of e 
try, and approve ourſelves loyal and grateful ſubjects to 5 


our Sovereign, whoſe exemplary piety, and real virtue, is 
our chief confidence ; —— and that after enjoying the re- 


ward of our righteouſneſs here, in the proſperity. of our ; 1 
country, we may be admitted. hereafter, through the mercy 4 
of Chriſt, into a ſiate-of — infinite and and. 
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